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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1810 edition. Excerpt: . LECTURE XXVIIl. JUNCTURE. NUMBER. IN all our inquiries
concerning the formation and progress of languages among mankind, the spirit of true philosophy, no less
than the doctrines of our religion, requires, that we should resort to the facts recorded in the sacred scriptures,
in order to account for many of the phenomena, which we all witness. Whenever we attempt to trace the origin
of speech, we shall find it utterly impossible to account in any rational manner for the system of articulation, by
which human beings convey their thoughts to one another, and for the varieties in the modification of that
system, displayed by the various original diversities of the families of men, without reference to the power of
speech, first imparted by the Creator to our original ancestor, and to that miraculous confusion of speech,
which scattered abroad upon the earth the builders of Babel. After that period we are expressly told, that the
islands of the gentiles were divided in their lands; every one after his tongue, after their families, in their nations,
by the descendants from Japhet, the third son of Noah. From that time we are to consider the formation of the
languages spoken in modern Europe to have commenced; and one of the most remarkable circumstances,
which here commands our attention, is the difference in the facility of articulation between the primitive
languages, which were formed in the southern, and those which arose in the northern regions of...
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