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but we were the ones who took the next step. History gave us a piece of itself. We made of it what we could. Jim
Grimsley More than sixty years ago, the Supreme Court ruled in Brown v. Board of Education that America s
schools could no longer be segregated by race. Critically acclaimed novelist Jim Grimsley was eleven years old
in 1966 when federally mandated integration of schools went into effect in the state and the school in his small
eastern North Carolina town was first integrated. Until then, blacks and whites didn t sit next to one another in a
public space or eat in the same restaurants, and they certainly didn t go to school together. Going to one of the
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