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THE INFLUENCE OF BUDDHISM ON PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY
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Theclassics.Us, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1893 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER III. The Four Presaging Tokens. Soothsayers were
consulted by King Suddhodana. They pronounced the following: -- The young boy will, without doubt, be either
a king of kings, or a great Buddha. If he is destined to be a great Buddha, four presaging tokens will make his
mission plain. He will see-- 1. An old man. 2. A sick man. 3. A corpse. 4. A holy recluse. If he fails to see these four
presaging tokens of an avatara, he will be simply a Chakravartin (king of earthly kings). King Suddhodana, who
was a trifle worldly, was very much comforted by the last prediction of the soothsayers. He thought in his heart,
It will be an easy thing to keep these four presaging tokens from the young prince. So he gave orders that three
magnificent palaces should at once be built--the Palace of Spring, the Palace of Summer, the Palace of Winter.
These palaces, as we learn from the Lalita Vistara, were the most beautiful palaces ever conceived on earth.
Indeed, they were quite able to cope in splendour with Vaijayanta, the immortal palace of Indra himself. Costly
pavilions were built out in all directions, with ornamented porticoes and burnished doors. Turrets and pinnacles
soared into the skyDainty little windows gave light to the rich apartments. Galleries, balustrades, and delicate
trelliswork were abundant everywhere. A thousand bells tinkled on each roof. We seem to have the lacquered
Chinese edifices of the pattern...
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